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HAPPY HOLIDAYS DATES TO REMEMBER

Dear Parents and Guardians, Author Visit— Dec. 5
Kara Koostra

Welcome to the wonderful and exciting month of December! It is always a special month that | Character Assembly | Dec. 8
provides many great opportunities to celebrate with family and friends!

Now that the colder weather is here, please remind your children to dress warmly. It is important Turkey Shoot (in gym) | Dec. 8-12

that students get outside during the school day; however, the time can seem very long to them if

Let’s Talk Science Dec. 10-12
they are not dressed warm enough.

Pita Pit Day Dec. 10

Our Holiday Concert will be held on Wednesday December 17th at 1:30 p.m. Please feel free
to join us if you are able! We look forward to seeing you there! ESL Parent Info Dec. 10
Session (2:00 p.m.)

May each of you enjoy the holiday season and special time you are able to spend with family and

Poinsettia Pick up Dec. 11
friends. We are most fortunate at Westmount to have such terrific students, a professional and

caring staff, and a very committed and supportive parent community. On behalf of the |\iE Movie Day Dec. 12
Westmount Staff, we wish all of our families a wonderful and enjoyable festive season! We look

forward to seeing everyone back on Monday January 5th after a safe and restful holiday! Holiday Activities Dec. 15-19
Happy Holidays! Holiday Concert— Dec. 17
T. Kaufiman F. Oppertshawser 1:30pm.
Princibal Vice-Principal Pita Pit Day Dec. 17
Winter Holidays Dec. 22—
| Jan. 2
. Grade 1 French Jan. 8
Hollday Concert Immersion (until Jan.
We welcome everyone to Westmount's Holiday Concert on the afternoon of Registration Begins | 31st)

on-line

Wednesday December 17th at 1:30 p.m. All primary students (kindergarten, grades

1, 2 & 3) have been practising their concert pieces and are excited to perform for
you! All junior students (grades 4, 5 & 6) that are involved in the Junior Choir, Pop
Choir and Ukulele Club have also been working hard on their pieces and will be
performing in this concert. Our Holiday Concert will celebrate our multicultural
school, highlighting many of the holidays that are celebrated within our diverse

i We look forward to seeing you at our concert.
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WE Celebrate the Holidays

On Friday December 12th, the WE Group of Westmount P.S.
will host a holiday event to raise money to support families in
our local community. Students are invited to wear their pyjamas
all day and enjoy a holiday movie, in the gym, for one block of
the day. Students will be allowed to pre-order a snack pack
including a drink, chips, and a candy cane to enjoy with the
movie. Order forms for the snack pack will come home the first
week of December and must be returned, with payment, by
Monday December 8th. All profits from the sale D

of the Snack Packs will be used to support Q
families in our local community.

Let's Talk Science

Westmount School is fortunate to have students from the
University of Waterloo come and teach hands-on science activities
with our students. They will be coming on December 10, 11 and 12
to provide 12 classes with this great opportunity. This is the third
year for this experience. We look forward to their science
activities!

WE Day Waterloo - From Me to We

The Westmount We Group was among 7000 students who travelled
to the Kitchener Auditorium for We Day on Thursday, November
20™. We Day is for students and educators who are committed to
making positive changes globally and locally. Students listened to
inspirational speakers such as Captain Richard Phillips, Mark and
Craig Kielburger and astronaut Dave Williams. The speakers spoke
about overcoming hardship, leadership and making positive changes
in the world. There was entertainment by several musical guests
and the students learned the We Day Dance. Westmount's We
Group has raised over one thousand dollars for charity this Fall.
They will continue to raise money for local charities over the
holiday season.

%

Holiday Food Drive

The WE Group at Westmount will be hosting a food drive. All of
the food will go to the Kitchener-Waterloo Food Bank. Please bring
in non-perishable food items such as; soup, spaghetti, salad
dressing, cereal, kraft dinner, canned vegetables or tuna. Please

bring the food in between December 1st and 17+th. &

Thank you for your generosity!
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Lost and Found

The Lost and Found here at Westmount is growing daily. There are
many items that have been placed in the Lost and Found and have
still not been claimed by their owner. Please make a visit to the
Lost and Found located at the end of the portapak while you are in
the school over the next 3 weeks. We will send all of the remaining
items to the Salvation Army on December 19th, the last day

before the Holiday Break.
N &

December Holiday Activities

December is a busy month of activities in the gym. During class
we will be doing gymnastics. WILD will be running the Turkey
Shoot again from Dec. 8-12th. All students will have the
opportunity to shoot baskets and win a free turkey to take
home to their family. The more you shoot, the better your
chance to winl We will be handing out 10-15 turkeys. If you are
interested in donating a frozen turkey or money to purchase a
turkey for our contest, please contact Mrs. Dewar at
kim_dewar@wrdsb.on.ca

I

The last week before holidays, WILD will be offering Santa
Bingo, Name that Holiday Tune, Holiday Sing-a-long, and Holiday
Trivia contests. Listen to the announcements for details!

Unicef and WE 6Group Fundraising
WE Group would like to thank the parents, students,
and staff in our school community for their support
of the Bake Sale, Coin Drive, Gum Chewing Day, and
Loonie Toss. The ftotal money raised .
from all events and donations is $1069.33.
This money will be sent to UNICEF to
support their work in our world.

Written by Rhiane and Tiana
(prizes scattered throughout gym for Loonie Toss)

University of Waterloo Hockey Game

All Jr. students went to the Waterloo Memorial Rec. Centre
on Wed., Nov. 26th to watch a CIS men's hockey game. The
University of Waterloo Warriors took on the WLU Golden
Hawks in a very exciting game. For some of our students it
was their first time seeing a live hockey game! We also got
to see a cool presentation about artificial ice during the 2nd
intermission.
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Westmount Clothing Drive

Many thanks to everyone who volunteered their time to help
make the 3rd Annual Westmount P. S. Clothing Drive such a
tremendous success. To all of you who collected the donated
clothing, set up the gym, organized the donations, assisted
families at the clothing drive, and helped to bag up the left
over items for donation and do the clean-up - thank you! It was
a tfremendous group effort to organize and execute an event
such as this one and we should all feel very proud of how well it
was received by our school families. Many families took
advantage of the generosity of your donations and fook home
many lovely clothes, coats, boots, hats and mitts. We were
very pleased with the volume of donations received: as well as,
the turnout at the clothing drivel

A special thanks also to the Wild Leaders who assisted us with
the set-up and organization of the donations.

Julie Emrich and Mrs. MacDonald

Wild World of Reading

The Wild World of Reading at School programme is up and
running. We have 33 volunteers who come into the school
each week to read with some of our students. Our
volunteers are mainly students from the University of
Waterloo Psychology Programme, and we have a few
parents lending their time as well. It is wonderful to see
the looks oh our students' faces as they
sit down to share a book with a kind and
caring adult.
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Westmount School Poinsettia Fundraiser
Westmount School Council would like to thank everyone who
supported our Poinsettia fundraiser! A huge thank you as well to all
of the volunteers who have helped to organize the fundraiser and
who will be sorting the plants when they arrive on December 11th.
Because of the generosity of our Westmount families, we raised
just over $1000.00! This money will go back into the school by
supporting our students!

Please remember to pick up your poinsettias on
December 11th from 3:00 -5:00 p.m. in the gym.
Thank you for your support! V\ /

Partial French Immersion

Any Parents or guardians of Senior Kindergarten children who are
interested in Grade One of the Partial French Immersion Program 2015,
must complete a registration form on the Waterloo Region District
School Board website at www.wrdsb.ca. The registration begins on
January 8, 2015 at 8:00 a.m. and will close on January 31st, 2015.
This will be the first phase of the registration. If you have any
questions related to the Partial French Immersion registration, please
call the Learning Services secretary for Languages at 519-570-0003 x
4267

More information will be sent home with Senior Kindergarten
students shortly.

We Are All Connected Mural

Coming to a wall near you! Westmount Wildcats will be creating a
school mural on the wall near the main entrance. This on-going
project is to celebrate the last school year this building will remain
standing. Just like the bricks of our new school are being connected
together, our decorated bricks demonstrate how Westmount
Wildcats are connected together as a caring and inclusive school
community. Come take a peek and enjoy the artistic talents of our
students!

University of Waterloo- ESQ Science Night at Westmount

On November 5th, Westmount students and their families enjoyed an interesting and exciting Science Night! Students
participated in activities set up around the school. Some of the activities included; An Awfully Oily Spill, Mars Lander, Build
a Tree House, I Lava Lamp, Down to the Core, and Well Made Wells. Families had a great time working together to build
the various structures and activities. Thank you to our School Council for using the PRO Grant (Parent Reaching Out Grant)

e

to bring engineering and science to Westmount! Special thank you to Derek Koehler for organizing the event!




°
Weather Related Cancellations

As we head into the winter season we may encounter unusual or severe weather conditions that can lead to the
cancellation of transportation and/or school closures. There can be two types of school closures; one before
the beginning of the school day and the other after the school day has begun.

School Closure before 9:00 a.m. :
If weather conditions result in transportation cancellation or school closures, there will be announcements
made on the radio stations listed below and also on the Board website www.wrdsb.on.ca

Radio Stations with Emergency Information:
DAVE FM- FM 107.5 CHYM AM- AM 570

KOOL FM- FM 105.3 CJOY MAGIC FM- FM 106.1
OLDIES 1090- AM 1090 CHYM FM—FM 96.7

School Closure during the day:

In the very unusual event that we must close the school after the day has started due to deteriorating
weather conditions or power failure etc. an emergency dismissal or closing may occur. If this occurs after the
start of the school day, parents/quardians will be contacted to determine appropriate arrangements for the
dismissal of their child.

Kindergarten Registration Victoria Hills Festive Dinner
Students born in 2010 and 2011 are now eligible Thursday, December 11th af

for Junior and Senior Kindergarten for Victoria Hills Community Centre
September 2015! Registration starts in February Doors o;gncaiozzgob_ rb'fr:;ite:f 2: 30 pm

2015. Local radio stations and newspapers will o

begin advertising in January 2015. The school will Come and enjoy a traditional turkey dinner with halal and
send out information with  current students. vegetarian options.
Registration here at Westmount will be on

Wednesday Feb. 11th and Thursday

Feb. 12th. If you have any questions N
concerning kindergarten registration ), (g There will be cookie decorating and games during the evening.
please contact our school office. Get your FREE Tickets at the Victoria Hills

Community Centre

Celebrating 25 years of Christmas Dreams

From November 26th to December 6th, at Conestoga Mall, you can
purchase tickets for a draw in support of the following
organizations:
e 5t Mary's Hospital Cardiac Unit
e Family and Children’s Services of Waterloo Region
o The Children’s Wish Foundation
e The May Court Club Projects: Food Boxes in Schools (Maycourt

supports Westmount P.5.) !

Home of the Wildcats!

% &,
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Waterloo Region
District School Board

Buy 2 tickets for $ 5.00 or
6 tickets for $ 10.00 or
20 tickets for $ 20.00
If you buy 40 tickets, you will receive a ballot
for a chance to win a Bonus Prize!




